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century? Why is the Catholic religion considered as a fetter, restricting the freedom and spontaneity of
the human spirit?

World history the history of the Church ascertain that the Catholic religion always had and still
has enemies and obstinate and fierce opponents, and will always have them. There will always be
people who fight against God, oppose the teachings of God and argue against God'’s laws. Bishop Pelczar
wrote: “Their reproaches are like black clouds which the wind gathers and scatters around, while the
truth is like the sun and does not cease to shine.” There were times when philosophy, history, geology,
astronomy and other branches of knowledge were unanimously and stubbornly against religion. After
several years, these same fields of knowledge stood in defense of religion they gave evidence of the
falseness of all accusations and covered those supposedly learned scholars with ridicule and contempt.
One of these scholars wrote this truth: “Where is the scholar, who for the sake of fame would not be
ready to deliberately deceive the human race? Where is he, who in the depths of his heart did not
harbor a different intention, like the desire to shine? As long as he can rise above the others, as long as
he can overshadow his rivals, why should he care about the rest? For him, the main issue is to think
differently than the others. Among the godless, he would be a believer and in the land of believers, heis
godless.”

Involuntarily, the opponents themselves contribute to the praise of the Catholic religion. Some,
despite many long years of battle against it, in the end they recognize the power and value of God’s
truth and feeling the approach of death, they put down their weapons and return to God. One of these,
publicly recalled his mistakes and before his death, he rebuked his son in these words: “My son, listen
carefully to the truths which | am telling you, even though | am late in doing so. Forget all the other
lessons that | had given you. Kneel down and join your prayers to the prayers of those who surround my
bed. Promise God that you will profit from these, my last admonitions. As for me, beg God to forgive
me!”

There are others who wage war against religion to the very end. These people have reached
such a state of spiritual blindness that they make assertions that are absurd, foolish and even
nonsensical, like for example, that man is a beast, that ownership is robbery, that there is no difference
between virtue and crime, that the entire moral order is only a deceptive illusion, etc. The poet was
totally correct when he wrote: “Atheism is the property of people who are incompetent, low thinkers,
backward and very limited.”

There are still others, mainly those who in their battle with religion kill in themselves all sense of
truth and they fall into a deep, black, oppressive pit of doubt and despair that they confess in this
manner: “I don’t know of any existence in general, not even of my own. There is no existence. | myself
know nothing and do not exist. These are only pictures and | am one of them.”

| put a period to today’s talk. Next Sunday | will continue to draw the golden thread of religion.
From today’s talk, you can recognize if you want, need and value religion.
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| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

We can compare the twentieth century to an enormous Goliath. This century has enabled
people to have access to means that until now were unheard of, of how to prolong one’s life, how to
maintain and restore one’s health, and how to alleviate the burdens of daily life. What a huge difference
there is between what we now see and experience and what our fathers saw and experienced when
they arrived in the United States 50, 60 or 75 years ago. We don’t even need to look that far back into
the past. It's enough if we just recall what it was like here twenty-five years ago. If those people whom
we buried twenty-five years ago were able to return to life and come out of their graves, they would not
recognize this present world. They would feel totally lost among the people of today.

Nevertheless, despite all of that mad progress in knowledge and education, | do not dare to
affirm that all of that has served to ennoble and perfect man. It has improved man’s daily, material life
to the detriment of his spiritual side because it knocked a lot from the throne on which the Creator had
placed His creatures, between heaven and earth and relegated them to the level of a brutal beast,
existing but not living. For such as these, God does not exist, there is no free will and there is no
immortal soul. The only thing that exists is “practical intelligence.” That which we call religion is nothing
other than an old fashioned fairy tale, too old and inappropriate for this age of progress.

We see the influence of that “practical wisdom” in today’s intellectual, moral and social life. It is
from here that they do battle against religion and the Christian order on which the entire system of true
culture and a healthy and a healthy and profitable progress rests. Please listen carefully to what
Napoleon | once said, “l admit that no matter what the society may be, a man cannot be lawful and just
if he doesn’t know where he came from and where he is going.” His intellect cannot enlighten him as he
needs to be enlightened. Without religion, man must wallow in darkness. The Catholic religion is the
only religion that with its infallible light, discloses to man his beginning and his end.

WHY IS RELIGION NEEDED?

The division between believers and unbelievers is glaringly evident. The reasons for unbelief are
well known. Various revolutionary doctrines that are popularly called “-isms” pour out their fiery
propaganda for the absolute destruction of religion, civilization and the order of society. At their service,
for a high price, are certain periodicals, newspapers, brochures, even entire books which sow the seeds
of irreligious progress among the people of every country. Some dress themselves in the robes of
education, others, in a tasteless spirit of romance, beat upon the principles of morality. Modern
educational institutions, on the basis of convenient freedom, either completely exclude the teaching of
religion or they limit the right to catechetical teaching to zero. In this manner they instill into the minds
of children and young people pagan and natural ideas which are basically materialistic. If you do not
believe this, why is it that in literature, the theater and the art s there is such enchantment over the
affairs of the body without the least consideration of spiritual ideals? From where in the life of an
individual comes that insatiable desire of possessing and using? From where in the life of certain
natiokns comes that desire to introduce the principle of “might over right!” From where comes that
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general trend to unreasonably chase after an accumulation of temporal goods? Not too long ago, an
educated American, full of arrogance over the progress in his country in the field of discoveries, said,
“Man, you are the god of this world! Because steam and electricity obey you; all of nature obeys you
therefore, why would you bow before some kind of God whom you do not see? Here, this earth is so
beautiful why do you need heaven? You have a civilization that is so advanced, why do you need
religion? You have such a liberal country so, why bother with a church? You have police who are so
vigilant so, who needs priests? You have laws and daily newspapers so, what need is there of the
Gospel? You have salons, theaters and factories so, what need is there for churches? You have speeches
in the Senate, in Congress and in clubs so, who needs church homilies? You have money so, what need is
there of God’s grace? You deal with questSions of politics, industry and education. What do you care
about some kind of religious fantasies? You have a world that is so magnificent and rich in means to use
that. What do you care about some kind of eternity which doesn’t exist at all?” In the presence of such
foolish, playful propaganda, now like never the cult of the human body and the cult of money is
spreading and religion becomes some kind of nuisance on their road to happiness.

Religion involves the entire human being because it places duties upon the person, demands
homage from the intellect, obedience from the will, love from the intellect; it preaches self-denial,
forgiveness and self-sacrifice. Meanwhile, man does not like to humble himself; he unwillingly toes the
line through obedience and he directs himself through selfishness. Almost everyone confirms his icy
indifference to the misfortune of his neighbor with the words: “So, why should | care?” Thus, when you
speak to such persons about faith, they close their ears and they tell themselves that what they are
hearing is all false and lies. Selfishness and mental delight incinerate everything that is noble in their
hearts and fill their souls with indifference for the laws of God from which all virtues flow.

Today, learning is widespread like it never was. Everyone reads and studies. There are swarms of
intellectuals, teachers and professors. Every branch of human knowledge has its admirers and
worshippers. These people are always ready to sacrifice their health or their life in order to prove their
investigations in the air, on land or under water. There is one knowledge that is not only ignored, but is
fought against by many and is despised by many. This is the one on which our fate of life and eternity
depends.

The upbringing in the modern home gives us something to think about because too often,
religion does not have its proper place there. Very often the religious indifference of the parents rubs off
on the children, or an atheistic father completely destroys what a caring pious mother had built up with
such great difficulty.

Many years ago, a certain bishop expressed himself thus: “From our schools today it’s very
difficult to develop a deeper familiarity of religious truths and it’s even more difficult to develop a love
for a holy life. These young people learn the truths of religion but they do it out of fear of getting a bad
report. They go to church and confession, but seldom do they go of their own free will. When they are
no longer forced, then they use their golden freedom. Then, prayer often escapes their memory and
they often go to church just to impress others. It’s very difficult to get them to go to confession and it
often happens that they avoid the confessional until their wedding.”
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Later in life, they made bad decisions, keep with bad company, read bad books, experience a
great deal of doubts and reproaches, but there are very few who would willingly seek enlightenment in
matters of faith. Why this indifference? Because some people consider religion as a matter of emotions,
which they insist must be left to women and simple people. An educated person should act according to
his intelligence.

Others do not make any effort to learn the faith because it seems to them that they know it
completely, when in reality they are totally ignorant of the catechism. Ordinarily, these are people who
have a little bit of learning, who have smelled something here, have licked something elsewhere or
lapped up a thing or two and with all of this they intoxicated their own mind. These kinds of people
create for themselves some sort of religion which is a combination of ignorance and conceit.

Others don’t know any religion for they have no time to think about it. They are only interested
in worldly affairs and every day happenings; the home, the office, the work bench, the factory. They
can’t and they don’t know how to tear their thoughts away from these things. These kinds of people
often have a lot of religious feelings, but these feelings are covered over with the dust and litter of
occupations, worries, distractions and pleasures, thus they diminish and in time fade away just like trees
that do not have suitable ground.

Finally, there are others who definitely do not want to be involved with any religion in order to
not interrupt their pleasant and comfortable way of life. These people love their life to be free of
worries - a soft life full of luxuries and comforts. We can compare these people to the night owls who
cannot bear and do not like the light of day which exposes the beauty of the world. These people do not
want to rise above earthly things and they certainly do not want to work upon self-improvement.

As a result of a lack of knowledge of religion, on one side we have prejudices and falsehoods
which cover human minds with a thick, heavy fog and obstruct the entrance of truth into the souls of
men. On the other hand, a lack of knowledge of religion leads to making light of it and finally to
disregard it, because, unless we know the true value of things, we never truly appreciate these things.
Therefore, who seldom or never even thinks about God, does not keep His commands, does not long for
His rewards and has no fear of His punishments for such a person religion at first becomes something
foreign, then something unnecessary, and finally, it becomes so unbearable that he easily exchanges his
religion for some cheap earthly trinkets. That’s exactly why sometimes decent people who are kind to
the poor, love their family, are conscientious in the duties of their state of life and are only careless in
religious matters suddenly wake up when death is staring them in the face and they realize their
situation. Sometimes, unfortunately, their awakening is too late if death is sudden and unexpectedly
cuts the thread of life.

Finally, the neglect of religious practices leads to a weakening of faith. He who breaks the
commandments, who neglects daily prayer, who avoids going to confession, who does not attend Mass,
such a one falls into the darkness of hopelessness or despair. No excuses are valid. There is enough time
to read romance novels, to go to the theater, to overdress oneself, to visit with friends, to go to all sorts
of amusements. Therefore, one must also find time to carry out his duties towards God.
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Sooner or later, every person, without exception begins to experience these insistent questions:
“Where did this world come from? Who am I? Where did | come from? Why am | living? What will
happen to me after | die? If God is the Creator, who is He? Why is there so much evil in the world? What
is the remedy for all of this evil?”

What should be done with all of these questions? Is it enough to just wave our hand as we do
over a swarm of troublesome mosquitoes or a horde of fierce and biting horseflies, to hang our head
and shuffle along on the road of Life? Such indifference is unreasonable and leads to loss. The human
soul, by nature, looks for true and convincing answers. Truth is for the soul what light and food is for the
body. Without truth, the soul, as it were, withers and dies. Again, a person who cares about his
happiness and that of his family, and of the fate of people, must work in the study and solution of many
inscrutable issues which he meets during his life time. Among these issues, perhaps an important place
is held by the beginning of the world, the existence of God and His laws, what is the origin of man, his
purpose, the end of his mortal life, where is the road to happiness and where is the path to salvation?

From the beginnings of civilization, regardless of whether it was among barbarians or a people
who were more or less enlightened, we have proof that among these ancient peoples there existed an
understanding of some kind of god, a moral law and the existence of life after death. That is why, long
before the coming of Christ, the Greek writer and philosopher, Plutarch wrote the following: “If you
travel through the entire world, you will find cities without walls, without a king, without education, but
never cities without temples and gods, cities that would not be sending up prayers, or would not be
offering up sacrifices - you will not find!”

Who was to bring these nations the truth of religion? Maybe the pagan philosophers who were
searching for the truth? No, because they themselves had neither a compass nor a rudder which would
lead them to a safe port. They themselves were beating their heads against the cliffs of hopelessness.
Plato called out: “You must wait until somebody teaches you how you should behave towards gods and
people!” In another place he offers this advice: “From all that human intelligence has discovered, select
that which is the best and most certain and in this, as in a boat that is more or less safe, sail the stormy
seas of your life, unless it is possible to find a certain ship which is the revelation of God, in order to
successfully complete your life’s journey.”

Modern thinkers who have no faith have said the same thing. The philosopher Bayle admitted
that “Our reason only succeeds in complicating everything and creating doubt. It just completes building
up an edifice and immediately demonstrates the means by which it can be torn down. There is a need to
find another guide, and that is the light of revelation.” Goethe, again, complains in these words: “We are
constantly circling about in riddles; man is a dark individual, he knows very little about the world and the
least about himself. The nature of God, the immortality of the soul, its existence and connection to the
body — these are the centuries-old problems which philosophers cannot solve for us.”

Nevertheless, is humanity actually condemned to forever flounder in darkness? Not at all! The
same Eternal Being who said, “Let there be light,” gave humanity a spiritual light or a revelation in which
man recognizes God, the world and himself. In this revelation, the Catholic religion issued forth from the
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lips of Christ, entire, universal, the only one. This teaching is not dead but is a living word and it is life-
giving. It encompasses the entire man, all the branches of knowledge and all of the spheres and affairs
of life. This religion is the axis around which all the events of the world turn and these events, changes
and hopes of humanity find clarification in it. This religion is the Mother of our Civilization, the Mistress
of Law, the Protectress of all True Studies, the Advocate of True Progress, the Foundation of Moral
Order and the Foundation of Order in Society.

This religion and only this one gives man adequate answers to all his puzzling questions,
questions which the human mind, be it the most intelligent, cannot solve. A certain scholar had this to
say: “Read that little book that is called ‘a catechism’ and you will find in it to all the given questions, to
all, without exception. Ask a Christian from whence came the human race, he knows the answer. Ask a
little child who has not yet reflected upon these questions in his life why he is living here on earth and
what will happen to him after death and he will give you a most wonderful and lofty answer which he
doesn’t fully understand but which, despite that, is worthy of awe. Ask him how and why the world was
created, why God filled the earth with animals and plants, how did the world become populated — was it
by one family or through many families, why do people speak various languages, why do they suffer and
struggle with themselves and how is all of this going to end. A child knows all of this and has a short,
true answer for every one of these questions.

The beginning of the world and of the human race, the beginning of race, man’s purposes in this
world and in the next, man’s relationship to God, the duties of man toward his neighbor, man’s right to
creatures; none of this information is kept secret from a child. When he grows up, he will not be puzzled
as to how to answer questions concerning man’s natural rights, the laws of the State and the laws of the
nation since that clearly flows of itself from the Catholic religion.

Everyone admits that there are mysteries in these answers in religion. This fact does not insult
the intelligence of man, that it is limited and cannot grasp and understand everything because otherwise
he would have to be equal to the mind of God. Who wouldn’t laugh at the person who would repudiate
the astronomical system of Copernicus that the center of the universe is the sun and around which all of
the planets revolve; | repeat, who wouldn’t laugh from such a person who for some reason would say: “I
don’t believe in that system or in that theory because | can’t prove it with my own eyes.”

Similarly, it would be even funnier to demand that there be no mysteries in religion and that
people’s minds knew how to penetrate, investigate, understand and explain everything. Some scholar
left us such a sensible admonition: “The greatest happiness of a thinking individual is to examine that
which can be examined, and to peacefully honor that which cannot be examined.”

The mysteries of the Catholic religion do not oppose human reason. Reason sees harmony and
peace in miracles as a golden chain of the works of Almighty Wisdom of the Creator of the world.

You are not going to make me wonder if you throw such questions at me: “All of this is good and
beautiful but why are there so many objections against the Catholic religion? Why is it that in these
present times so many scholars, in the name of education, freedom and progress throw off these
mysteries as being worn out, antiquated and incapable of adjusting to the tempo of the twentieth




